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RE: Request to Continue Consultation Under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act for the Lake Ponchartrain and Vicinity Hurricane Protection
Project, Orleans East Bank, Individual Environmental Report #4, Orleans Parish,
Louisiana.

Dear Mr. Hutcheson:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi Valley Division, New Orleans District
(CEMVN), is proposing to construct flood reduction improvements within the Lake
Pontchartrain and Vicinity Hurricane Protection Project, Orleans East Bank, Orleans Parish,
Louisiana. This improvement project is currently being studied under the emergency alternative
amangements approved by the Council on Environmental Quality for the Lake Ponchartrain and
Vicinity Hurricane Protection Project, Individual Environmental Report (1IER) #4. Additional
information on the Emergency Alternative Arrangements and IER's can be found on web page
HTTP:'www.nolaenvironmental gov.

In our letter to your office dated October 23, 2008, the CEMVN provided project
documentation in support of a "no adverse effect” finding for construction activities proposed
within the project's area of potential effect (APE). Your office responded in a letter dated
December 5, 2008 and requested additional maps showing the project APE in relationship to the
boundaries of the Spanish Fort Site (160R19) and Locus 04-02 (160R448). Definitive
recommendations concerning the Mational Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility of the
Milneburg Lighthouse was also requested. Copies of these letters are attached herein.




The CEMVN asked Nathanael Heller (R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc.) to
prepare & map showing the project APE boundary and the boundaries for the Spanish Fort Site
(160R1%) and Locus 04-02 (160R448). Heller conducted the recent Phase | testing that
delineated the boundaries for both sites (Heller et al, 2008). He prepared the enclosed map (see
Enclosure #1) and confirmed that the northern boundary of the Spanish Fort Site (160R19) does
not extend into the project APE. In order to ensure avoidance of Locus 04-02 (160R448), Heller
recommended that the southem boundary of the APE bordening the northern boundary of Locus
04-02 (160R448) be moved slightly to the north along an alignment shown as a dashed red line
(see Enclosure #1). The District has revised the project plans in accordance with Heller's
recommendation (see Enclosure #2).

In order to further ensure that project impacts will be avoided, project plans have also
been revised to clearly delineate a 75 foot radius "no work zone" around the Milneburg
Lighthouse (see Enclosure #3). The Milneburg Lighthouse is located outside of the APE and will
not be impacted by proposed construction. It is our view that preparation of definitive
recommendations concemning NRHP eligibility is not required.

The District will include information concemning the Camp Leroy Johnson Site
(160R219) in the summary discussion of the pending draft Phase 1 report, as requested.

Based on the information summarized above, it is our view that the proposed project will
have no adverse impacts on significant cultural resources. Please review this additional
documentation and provide our office with your opinion regarding our "no adverse effect”
finding within 30 days of receipt of this letter. [f you have any questions and/or concems, please
contact Mr. Michael Swanda at (504) 862-2036.

Sincerely,
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‘Elizabeth Wiggins
Chief, Environmental Planning
and Compliance Branch
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